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GCambridge City,
Braham Gity

Sister City Relationship 30th Year Anniversary Project
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[t has been 30 years since we established a sister city relationship with Cambridge and Braham cities in the state of
Minnesota, USA in 1986, spanning a vast ocean, with the view of fostering mutual friendship and cooperation.

For the last 30 years, the ongoing cycle of exchanges has forged a special bond between many of our citizens, and
has added color to the rich history of our cities.

The home stay exchanges made possible through our sister city relationships have allowed opportunities for people
to gain first-hand experience of a different culture and lifestyle, which can be daunting and surprising, but at the
same time offers us a chance to boost mutual understanding and reflect on our own lives. | am convinced that the
strong bond of trust cultivated through overcoming differences in language and lifestyle in this way is ultimately a
very precious experience. In today’s world, Japan shares various problems with other countries as a member of the
international community.

A core principle we must never waver from to solve these problems, is the establishment of mutual trust. | believe
that sister city exchanges will become increasingly important, with the goal of building trusting relationships through
seeking to understand our different cultures and customs and recognizing that each one of us is unique.

| sincerely express my gratitude and respect to all those who have facilitated our sister city exchanges so far, and
look forward to the continuing contribution of our cities to an eternal friendship and peace between Japan and the
United States.

Akiyoshi Ueyama, Mayor of Yuasa town



Marlys Palmer
Mayor, City of Cambridge, Minnesota, USA

What a fortunate day in 1986 when the City of Cambridge, Minnesota, USA and Yuasa, Japan,
Empire of Japan became sister cities! We have enjoyed our 30 year relationship of sincere
friendship and educational-cultural exchange. In the beginning it was getting to know one another
and feeling comfortable in our individual countries.Our citizens have embraced this opportunity
for exchange visits and have been an integral segment in planning and performance. Long lasting
relationships, great enjoyment, as well as economic development have been benefits for both of
our countries. We are indebted to our sister city of Yuasa, Japan for this gentle, caring,
informative, and more than pleasant sisterhood.The City of Cambridge has long honored and
holds in highest regards our respected association with Yuasa. We enthusiastically look forward to
the next 30 years of wonderful friendship, camaraderie, and the happiness of enjoying one
another.

Sincerely,
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Tish Carlson
Mayor, City of Braham, Minnesota, USA

The Sister Cities Program was first introduced to our country by U.S. President Dwight
Eisenhower back in 1956 as a hub of peace and prosperity by nurturing relationships from
different cities around the world in order to celebrate and appreciate their differences and build
partnerships where they would reduce the chance of conflict. What Eisenhower had initiated for
peace has evolved into so much more. The Sister Cities Program has grown into a program that
fosters relationships through exchange of cultural, educational, and trade information. For
Braham, it opened the door to a relationship with the City of Yuasa where we could learn and
appreciate both the resemblances and differences of our cultures, and apply those to being the
best city we can be. Through visits and correspondences, we have come to know and value the
City of Yuasa as a friend and colleague as we partner together in growing through our cultural
exchange. On behalf of the City of Braham, we want to express our deepest appreciation of our
Sister City, Yuasa, over the past 30 years, and we look forward to continuing our partnership for
many more years to come.

Sincerely,
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population: 8,496

Area: 7.46 square miles with three lakes.

Year established: 1866.

Major products: Our industrial manufacturers make a
wide variety of products from steel tanks to biomedical
parts.

Cambridge has companies that prints books, calendars,
and newspapers; creates aluminum parts for
motorcycles and ATVs through hydroforming; creates
wiring assemblies for all types of vehicles; creates
plastic films that prevent envelops a product within the
bag to prevent corrosion or rust; and several companies
make components for the biomedical field.

Main city events: Customer Appreciation Event, (2nd or
3rd Friday in September) Snowflake Parade, (3rd
Saturday in November)and 4th of July fireworks (July 4th)
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Population: 1796
Area: 1.62 square miles
Year established: 1899

Major industries: manufacturing, energy, agriculture

Major products: hydraulic cylinders, custom rubber
products, electricity

Main city events: Appreciation Day (first Sat. in June) and
Pie Day (first Friday in August)
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Population: 12,200
Area: 20.80km?
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Year established: 1896 (Yuasa village became Yuasa town)

Major industries: The region is the place of origin of soy sauce.

Primary industries include fisheries and farming, and the temperate climate
is also conducive to citrus fruit cultivation.

Major products: soy sauce, Kinzanji miso, whitebait, Sanbokan sour oranges
Main city events: Yuasa Festival (August) Gyogyotto Fish Festival (October)
Ice Fish Festival (March)
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{Background to our sister city agreement)

Taikyu High School in Yuasa town was the first
school in the prefecture to receive international
students in 1979, and since that time has been
promoting international exchange activities as
part of the school’'s academic program, such as
organizing mutual study abroad trips every year.
Taikyu High School has also established ties with
Cambridge High School as a sister high school, to
enable students to participate in the study
abroad program on an ongoing basis.

Although international exchange activities in
Yuasa town have mainly been carried out by
Taikyu High School as mentioned, to promote
further international exchanges at a municipal
level between residents, a sister city relationship
was established with Cambridge, the city where
Taikyu High School’s sister high school is located,
along with the neighboring city of Braham. (Yuasa
town established sister city relationships with
Cambridge City and Braham City U.S.A. on the
15th and 16th of March, 1986 respectively).
Based on the sentiments of the Cambridge
mayor of the day that “forming deep friendships
between towns and cities, and our two countries,
builds momentum towards world peace” and the
idea that “cultural exchanges and the sharing of
wonderful experiences with each other is
important and meaningful from a perspective of
world peace", receiving groups of visitors and
students from each other’s cities has facilitated a
deeper understanding through exchanges.
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Sister City Relatlonshlp‘30th Year Anmversary
Project s ammusoly o

A range of activities tookplace in 2016 as part'of the 30yes niversa elebrations fo
both of our sister city relationships. &
Further to the symposium and party in June, a town delegation of 12 members visited
Cambridge and Braham cities in August. Friendships were further deepened through
exchanges with citizens of both cities, attending the ann| ersary celebrations, and experiencing
local home stays, etc. We also pledged 1 cities to contlnue our
friendships forever. After 1ing ho &1
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Anniversary Symposium/Anniversary Party
(June 17)
LeYYRIYL BRIN—F1— (6B17H)

Visit to Cambridge and Braham cities

(August 23 - August 28)
g7 VUyIm. 7Z/N\ALMHEAHE (8823H~28H)

Departure

From Kansai International Airport to
Minneapolis-Saint Paul International
Airport (trip took over 30 hours due
to a typhoon)

3 BRI ERZEEH S

SRFIRYR - 2y MR—)UEBRZES
(BREOHETHEETIORMU LI, )

Farewell
AhoH

Briefing

BER

(11TA28H)




w@m ‘iﬂ]?@ﬁ.‘ @{? 8 such @

: “ o in @

-ﬂﬁ@@]ﬁhﬂ@l}n@s@m
placeabl fin mayy e,

1 \Wikile Stsignificamtinundlesyits

~\wasfalselaniextremelyavaluable

proyvidedicherishableifmemorniesiforeachlofithe)

A key factor going forward will be to nurture
successors. On the final day, | conveyed to Joe the
hope that new generations of exchange
participants will be nurtured, and he promised that
he would talk to their high school students, and do
his best to ensure that this relationship may
continue. We hope that this relationship may
continue forever.

| feel that the accumulation of feelings of support
from many past and present members of the
Yuasa International Cultural Exchange Society, the
townspeople, and related groups, have blossomed
during the 30-year history of these exchanges.

| would like to express my sincere appreciation.

Delegation Leader Keiichi Kurano
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eleven membersiwho participated inithe ceremony.
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to
wear'the traditional apanese attme off“Yukata:”
Despite the oceurrence ofi arare triple typhoon
and'the trip being delayed a whole day, the
ceremony was an even greater triumph with more
than 60 participants. | felt that the friendships that
were built went beyond the objectives we had for
this cultural exchange.

At the ceremony in Cambridge city, the mayor
spoke about the 30-year history since the
relationship began. When | showed the mayor a
photo from my visit of 15 years ago, she was
deeply moved and reflected on that experience,
and talked about the significance of long-standing
exchanges. From the Yuasa town side, in addition
to greetings from delegation leader Mr. Kurano and
town councilor Ms. Ishibashi, letters from the town
mayor and town council chairperson were also
read, with a promise to continue meaningful
exchanges in the future.

The following day, | visited Braham City Hall and
received a heartfelt welcome from the mayor. From
Yuasa town’s perspective, we have not yet been
able to establish the level of exchanges with
Braham City that we have with Cambridge City, and
| was honest about this point with the mayor. As a
means of further enhancing our mutual exchanges
in the future, | invited the mayor to come and visit
Yuasa. The mayor gave the very pleasing response
that although it wouldn’ t be possible this year, she
would certainly give it some thought.

Delegate Kimiko Hirahata
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Although the visit timing and schedule were altered
substantially due to the typhoon, the people of
Cambridge and Braham cities went to considerable
effort to adjust the itinerary, which allowed for a
most memorable visit. The warmth of welcome that
we received from the local people was keenly
conveyed. Despite the limited verbal
communication, the warmth of feeling was most
certainly conveyed and it was a visit befitting the
30th anniversary of exchanges with our wonderful
sister cities. | am sure that these exchanges with
the people of Cambridge and Braham will continue
in the future.

Delegate Shigeko Hisazumi
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Cambridge

Cambridge (Minnesota, USA)
Sister City Relationship, March 15, 1986
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Braham (Minnesota, USA)
Sister City Relationship, March 16, 1986
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